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RELATING 5 


To the Sovereignty of the Britiſt 
Seas, and the Fiſheries therein, 
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LETIT ERS 


WHEREIN 


The Sovereignty of the Brizih 
Seas, and that the ſole Right of Fiſhing 
in them, appertaineth to the King of 
Great-Britain, &c. is Demonſtratively 
Maintain'd and Aſſerted; for Informa- 
tion of the Projectors of the new propo- 
ſed Fiſhing- Company in Flanders. 


. 
REMARKS on the DurcRH FISHERIES 


on our Coaſts and Seas; and the great 

Advantages arifing from them : With ſome 
1 Account of the Deficiencies of our Sea- 
1 Charts; and the Means whereby the ſame 
may be rectified at an eaſy Charge to the 
| Publick. With a New Map of the Britiſh 
Coaſt and Seas, including the Nymph Fiſhing 
| Bang; with Account of two Voyages to it. 


Moſt Humbly Inſcribed to the Rt, Hon. Sir Joba 
Barnard, Kut. Lord Mayor of London; and 
the Merchant- Adventurers, Inſurers, and 
Mariners of Great-Britain and Ireland ; 


By WILLIAM DovLe, Hidrographer. 


Sume Animos a Rege tuo qui dat Jura Mari. 
Hugo Grotius. 


r Printed for ]. Ba err, at the Golden-Ball, op- 
polite St. Clements. Church in the Strand, 1738. 
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An Eminent Director of 
the Late Oſtend Eaſt- 
India- Company. 


S IX, n 


. AVING the Honour of 
EF 2 your Acquaintance in Flan- 
8 2 ders, when and where I ob- 
3 8 Ed) ſerved the good Occonomy 
o of the Directors of the Eaſft- 
India- Company in the Management of 
its Intereſts, inſomuch, as I beliew the 
{mall time of its Continuance conſidered, 


6 | B | that 


21 
that never was a more beneficial Pro- 
greſs made in any Eſtabliſhment what- 


ever; and, I am perſwaded, the Succeſs 
thereof was owing to yours, and the pre- 


vailing Integrity of the Directors in ge- 


neral ; but that Eſtabliſhment was groun- 

ded on a bad Foundation, the Privileges 
thereof being contrary to the Treaties ſub- 
fiſting, between His Imperial Majeſty and 


his Allies; whoſe victorious Arms an- 


nexed the Netherlands, now in his Poſ- 
ſeſſion, to the Imperial Diadem. His 
Imperial Majeſty, being at length 
convinced, according to his accuſtomed 
Equity, could not but condeſcend to the 
juſt Importunities of Great Britain and 


Holland, and aboliſh a Trade ſo deſtruc- 


tive of the Intereſt of his Friends and 
Allies aforeſaid. And as it ſeems, ſome 
Gentlemen of Flanders, amongſt whom 


are, as I have Reaſon to believe, your 


Good Self, and ſeveral of the faid late 
Directors of the Eaſſt-India-Company and 
others, have formed a Scheme for the 
Eſtabliſhment of a Fiſhing-Company 
excluſive of all others, of which we 
have the following Account in our News 


Papers. 
Bruf- 
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Bruſſels, Auguſt 28. 1738. 


The Meaſures taken by the Courts 
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judging that this Scheme might be 


for reſtoring Trade in the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands, animates the Merchants to 
take hold of that Opportunity. Some 


of them who are arrived here from ſeveral 


Parts of Flanders, have preſented a Scheme 
to the Arch-dutcheſs, by which they pro- 
poſe the ſetting up aCompany that ſhould 
alone enjoy the Right of Fiſhing: For 
that Purpoſe they demand ſeveral Ad- 
vantages, which if granted to them, 
they will engage themſelves to furniſh 
this Country with Fiſh in as great 
Plenty, and cheaper than at preſent, 
by fetching it from abroad, and at 
the ſame time pay the Emperor the 
ſame Sum, which the Duties upon 
Foreign F iſh produce — The Court 


© beneficial, hath ſent a Copy of it to 
Vienna, and another to His Imperial 
5 Majeſty's Commiſſaries at Liſle. 


It cannot be doubted, Sir, but that a 


Scheme, conducted by Gentlemen of 


known Abilities and Integrity, might 
be very beneficial to the Auſtrian Ne- 
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therlands : Eſpecially as it is notorious that 
the Advancement and Encouragement of 
Fiſheries is a great National Benefit, of 
which you have recent Inſtances in your 
Neighbours the Dutch, who have drawn 
from what they call their Golden Mine 
(namely our Britiſh Seas) infinite Ad- 
vantages. If you prohibit the Importa- 
tion of Foreign Fiſh, as they principally 
ſupply your Markets, they'll be Sufferers: 
"Tis to be preſumed, your Company in- 
tend to fiſh in our Seas, for elſewhere 
I know not how they can, to the Pur- 
poſes above propoſed: In the mean time 
I may almoſt venture to affirm, that His 
Imperial Majeſty will deliberate upon the 
Treatics ſubſiſting, ſo as never to acqui- 
eſce in any Meaſures, whereby Brizifh 
caught Fiſh may be prohibited in the 
Auſtrian Netherlands; and that conſe- 
quently the Projectors of this Scheme are, 
in that Particular, making a Rope of 
Sand, as did the India-Company aforeſaid, 
For it 1s as well unjuſt as unreaſonable, 
that the Fiſh of our own Seas ſhould be 
caught and engroſſed by Strangers, in Pre- 
judice of our natural Right, ſince, Sir, it 
will appear by what follows, that his Ma- 
jeſty, the preſent King of Great Britain, 
notwithſtanding the Indulgence lately 
granted 


5 

granted for a promiſcuous Fiſhing in the 
Britiſh Seas, has a Right to re-aſſume his 
Authority, and permit none to fiſh therein 
without his ſpecial Licence, as hath been 
heretofore done and obtained, from his 
Predeceſſors for many Ages: Nor can it 
be eſteemed unreaſonable (ſhould the 
Netherlanders introduce any Innovation 
or Prohibition concerning the Britiſb Fi- 
ſhery, as I am informed the ſaid Pro- 
jectors propoſe) if thereupon an abſolute 
Interdiction ſhould be made to the Com- 
panies fiſhing on our Coaſt and Seas, ſo as 
ſuch a Community could never ſubſiſt, but 
the Netherlands muſt needs be ſupplied as 
heretofore : For, Sir, it is a well rcceived. 
Truth, that the Sovereignty of the Britiſh 
Seas is the moſt precious Jewel of the Bri- 
tiſh Crown, and, next under God, the prin- 
cipal Means of our Wealth and Safety ; 
this appertaineth to the Kings of Great 
Britain by immemorable Preſcription, con- 
tinual Uſage and Poſſeſſion, the Acknow- 
ledgment of all our Neighbouring States, 
and Municipal Laws of the Kingdom ; and 
that to His Majeſty, by Reaſon of His So- 
vereignty, the Supreme Command and Ju- 
riſdiction over the Paſlage of all Ships of 
War and others, as alſo of fiſhing in the 
Britiſh Seas, rightfully appertaineth. This 

Right 
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Right hath been inſiſted on many hundred 
Vears by the Kings of England. The 
tamous Edgar, with a Navy of 400 Sail, 
vindicated his Dominion in the adjacent 
Seas.  Canutus exacted his Tribute, called 
Danes Geldt, on them. Egbert, Alfred, 
and Ethelfred, were acknowledged Supreme 
Governors of the Ocean ſurrounding the 
Britiſh Shore. In the Year 1200, King 
John had the Honour of the Flag paid 
him in Acknowledgment of his Dominion, 
ever ſince continued to his Succeſſors in 
the Britiſh Seas; and all the Netherlands 
craved Protection and Liberty to fiſh in 
them, of Edward 1ſt. The Earls of Holland 
petitioned Edward 3d. as did the French 
King Henry 6th, tor the like Purpoſe: 
And our learned Camden affirms, in his 
Time the Hollanders durit not caſt a Net 
on our Northern Coaſt, till Licence was 
firſt obtained at Scarborough Caſtle for ſo 
doing. Philip 2d. of Spain, obtained Li- 
cence of Queen Mary, that his Subjects 
might fiſh on the North Coaſt of Ireland 
for the Space of 21 Years; and it appears 
by the Records of that Kingdom, that he 
yearly paid into the Exchequer 1000/, 
Sterling. This Right was ſtrenuouſly in- 
ſiſted on in the ſeventh Year of King 
James Iſt. as appears by the following 

A 


Proclamation. 


A Proclamation touching Fiſhing. 


cc AMES, by the Grace of God, 


« % King of Great Britain, France and 
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Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. to 
all, and ſingular the Perſons to whom 
it doth or may appertain, greeting. Al- 
though we do ſufficiently know by our 
Experience in the Office of Regal Dig- 
nity (in which by the Favour of Al- 
mighty God, we have been placed and 
exerciſed theſe many Years) as alſo of 
the Obſervations we have made of other 
Chriſtian Princes exemplary Actions, 
how far the Abſoluteneſs of Sovereign 
Power extendeth it ſelf; and that in 
Regard thereof, we need not yield Ac- 
count thereof to any Perſon under God 
for any Action of ours, which is law- 
fully grounded on that juſt Prerogative ; 
yet ſuch hath ever been, and will be 
our Care and Deſire, to give Satisfac- 
tion to our Neighbour Princes in an 

Action which may have the leaſt Rela- 
tion to their Subjects and Eſtates, as 


we have thought good (by way of 


* friendly Premonition) to declare unto 


„ them, 
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them, and to whomſoever it may ap- 


pertain as followeth. 

e Whereas we have been contented 
ſince our coming to the Crown, to tole- 
rate and permit an indifferent and 
miſcuous kind of fiſhing to all our 
Friends whatſoever, to fiſh within our 
Streams and upon any of our Coaſts of 
Great Britain, Ireland, and other adja- 
cent Iflands: So far forth as the Per- 
miſſion and Uſe thereof might not re- 
dound to the Impeachment of Prero- 
gative Royal, nor to the Hurt and Da- 
mage of our loving Subjects, whoſe Pre- 
ſervation and fouriſhing Eſtate we hold 
our Self principally bound to advance, 
before all worldly Reſpects: So finding 
that our Continuance therein hath not 
only given Occaſion of great Encroach- 
ments on our Regalities, or rather queſ- 
tioning our Right, but hath been a 
Means of daily Wrongs to our own 
People that exerciſe the Trade of Fiſh- 
ing: As (either by Multitude of Stran- 
gers that do preoccupy theſe Places, or 
by the Injuries which they receive moſt 
commonly at their Hands) our Sub- 


jects are conſtrained to abandon their 


fiſhing, or at leaſt to become ſo diſcou- 


raged in the fame, as they hold it better 


« for 
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for them to betake themſelves to ſome 
other Courſe of Living, whereby not 
only many of our Coaſt Towns are 
much decayed, but the Number of Ma- 
riners daily diminiſhed, which is Matter 
of great Conſequence to our Eſtate, 
conſidering how much the Strength 
thereof conſiſteth in the Power of Ship- 
ping and Uſe of Navigation. We have 
thought it now both juſt and neceſſary 
(in Reſpect that we are now by God's 
Favour lineally and lawfully poſſeſſed, 
as well of the ands of Great Britain, 
as of Ireland, and the reſt of the Is 
adjacent) to bethink Ourſelves of good 
lawful Means to prevent thoſe Inconve- 
niences, and many others depending 
upon the fame: 


In Conſideration whereof, as we are 


cc 


cc 


cc. 
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deſirous that the World may take notice, 
that we have no Intention to deny our 
Neighbours and Allies, thoſe Fruits and 
Benefits of Peace and Friendſhip which 
may be juſtly expected at our Hands in 
Honour or Reaton, or are afforded by 
other Princes mutually in Point of 
Commerce and Exchange of thoſe 
Things which may not prove prejudi- 
cial to them: So becauſe ſome ſuch 


convenient Order may be taken in this 


C Matter, 


1 


the 6/44 Day of May, in the 774 Year 


cc 


. cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


50 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cf 
cc 
cc 
cL 


«c 


ce 


cc 


[ 10 ] 


Matter, as may ſufficiently provide for 
theſe important Conſiderations which 


do depend thereon, we have reſolved 
firſt to give Notice to all the World, 
that our expreſs Pleaſure is, That from 
the Beginning of Auguſt next enſuing, 
no Perſon of what Nation or Quality 
ſoever (being not our natural born Sub- 
jets) be permitted to fiſh on any of our 
Coaſts and Seas of Great Britain, Ire- 
land, and the reſt of the Jes adjacent, 
where moſt uſually heretofore any fiſh- 
ing hath been, until they have orderly 
demanded and obtained Licences from us, 
or ſuch of our Commiſſioners as we 
have authoriſed in that Behalf, viz. at 
London, for our Realms of England and 
Ireland; and at Edinburg for our 
Realm of Scotland, which Licences our 
Intention is, ſhall be yearly demanded 


for ſo many Veſſels and Ships, and the 


Tonnage thereof, as ſhall intend to fiſh 


for that whole Year or any Part thereof, 


upon any of our Coaſts or Seas thereof, 


as aforeſaid, upon Pain of ſuch Chaſtiſe- 


ment as ſhall be fit to be inflicted upon 
ſuch wilful Offenders. 
« Given at the Palace of Weftminſter 


| & of 


111 1 


c of Our Reign of Great Britain, Anno. 


% Dom. 1609.“ 

Notwithſtanding this Proclamation, 
Strangers ſtill more and more ineroached 
upon our Coaſts and Seas; and during the 
whole Reign of King James, pretending, 
becauſe of the long Contrivance of Him- 
ſelf and Queen Elizabeth, that they had 
a Right of their own by immemorial Poſ- 
ſeſſion, which ſome Dutch Commiſſioners 
pleaded (in Termints) before the King and 
Council; and they made no other Uſe of 
His Majeſties Indulgence, than to tire out 
His whole Reign with artificial and evaſive 
Anſwers: All that the King gained by 
the tedious Overtures and Diſpatches too 
and again, was, in Concluſion, only a ver- 
bal Acknowledgment of thoſe Rights, 
which while they acknowledged they 
equally evaded, abuſing the Favour of His 
Majeſty's peaceable and gracious Govern- 
ment, whereby He permitted all'His Friends 
and Allies to make Uſe of His Seas and 
Ports, in a reaſonable and free Manner 


according to His Treaties. He cheriſhed, 
and as it were nouriſhed our Neighbours, 


gave them Leave to gather Wealth and 
Strength on our Coaſts; they were once 
glad to invite our Merchants Reſidence 
with what Privileges they deſired, they alſo 

C 2 at 
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at one time offered us even the Soyereignty 
of their Eſtates, they ſued us for Licence 
to fiſh on our Coaſts, and obtained it un- 
der the Great Seal of Scotland, which they 
ſoon . ſuppreſſed ; when thus by Leave or 
Contrivance, they had poſſeſt themſelves 
of our Fiſheries not only in Scotland and 
its les, as well in Ireland as England, and 
by. our Staple had raiſed a great Stock of 
Trade; by this Means they ſo increaſed 
their Shipping and Power at Sea, that they 
were not content to be kept within any 
Bounds, the Truth whereof is evident by 
a Letter, of Secretary Naunton's, to the 
Lord, Ambaſſador Carlton, dated 2 1/7. ao 
augry 1618. we read thus. 

« I received Direction from His Ma- 
85 jeſty to ſignify to the State's Commil- 
5 fioners here, that albeit their earneſt En- 
* treaty, and His gracious "Conſideration 
<« of the preſent. Trouble of their Church 


e and State, had moved His Majeſty to 


* conſent to delay the Treaty of the 
* Great Fiſhing till the time craved by 
* the Commiſſionars, yet underſtanding 
e by the new and freſh Complaints of His 
6 Mariners and Fiſhers on the Coaſt of 


e Scotland, that within theſe four or five 


e Years;paſt, the Low. Country Fiſhers 
* have taken ſo great Advantage: of His 
«© Majeſty's 


Ur 


& Majeſty's-- Toleration, that they have 
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«© which muſt enſue upon Continuation 
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grown nearer and nearer on His Mel. 
ty's Coaſts'Year by Year, than they did 
in preceding Times, and oppreſſed ſome 
of His Subjects of Intent to continue 
their pretended Poſſeſſion, and driven 
ſome of their great Veſſels through theit 


Nets, to deter others for Fear of the 
* like Violence from F ining near them, 


Oc, 

His Majeſty cannot forbear to tell 
them that he is well perſuaded of the 
Equity of the States, and of . the Ho- 
nourable Reſpect they bear unto Him 
and His Subjects for His Sake, that they 
will never allow ſuch unjuſt and intole- 


* rable Oppreſſions: For Reſtraint where- 


of, and to prevent the Inconveniencies 


of the ſame, --His Majeſty hath by me 


deſired, that you write to their Superi- 
ors, to cauſe Proclamation to be made, 
prohibiting any of their Subjects to fiſh 
within fourteen Miles of His Majeſty's 


* Coaſts this Year, or any time hereafter; 


till Order be taken by Commiſſioners to 
be authoriſed on both Sides, for a final 


* ſettling of the main Bufineſs, 


« His Majeſty hath likewiſe directed 
me to command you from Him, to 
% make 
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[14] 
© make the like Declaration and Inſtance 
* to the States there, and to certify His 


_ « Majeſty of their Anſwer with what 


* convenient Speed you may.” | 
Thus far Secretary Naunton to the Am- 
baſſador. What Effect the Ambaſſador's 


Negotiation with the States had, appears 


by a Letter of His from the Hague of the 


6th of February, 1618. to King James 
Himſelf, where among other Paſſages he 
hath this : | | 

< I find likewiſe in the Manner of Pro- 
* ceeding, that Treating by way of Pro- 
** poſition, nothing can be expected but 
4 their wanted dilatory and evaſive An- 
te ſwers; their Manner being to refer ſuch 
6 Propoſitions, from the States General to 
“ the States of Holland. The States of 


Holland take Advice of a certain Coun- 


« ci] reſiding at Deiph, which they call the 
**© Council of the Fiſhery. From them 
« ſuch an Anſwer commonly comes, as 
« may be expected from ſuch an Oracle. 
* The way therefore (under Correction) 
* to effect your Majeſty's Intent, is to be- 
„gin with the Fiſhers themſelves, by pub- 
e liſhing againſt the Time of their going 


« out, Your Reſolution, at what Diſtance 


« You will permit them to fiſh ; whereby 


4 they will be forced to have Recourſe to 
; « their 


( 15] 


ec their Council of Fiſhery, that Council 
* to the States of Holland, and thoſe of 
« Holland to the States General; who 
« then, inſtead of being ſought unto, will, 
« for Contentment of their Subjects, ſeek 
*« unto Your Majeſty.” 

During the whole Reign of King James 
1%, Encroachments more and more en- 
creaſed, and the Netherlanders about the 
12th Year of the Reign of King Charles 
I/, were grown to ſuch a Height of Pow- 
er and Figure at Sea, that they had the 
Confidence to keep Ground upon our Seas, 
and to project an Othce and Company of 
Aſſurance for Advancement of Trade, and 
alſo to prohibit us free Commerce even 
within our Seas, and took our Ships and 
Goods if we conformed not to their Pla- 
charts, in all which and our Sufferings may 
ſeem forgotten, yet the great Intereſt of 
His Majeſty's Honour and the Welfare of 
His Subjects, occaſion'd the following Pro- 
clamation, which was backed with a Gal- 
lant Fleet to refreſh the Memories of theſe 
bold Encroachments on our Right. 


* 
ann.. iOr won: 
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4 Proclamation b King CHARLE; 
the iſt, for Re rant of Fiſh- 
ing upon His Seas wi þ C 95 7 
hun Licence. 


ue HEREAS our Father of Ble 
ce ſed Memory King James, did 
« in the 7th Year of His Reign of Great 
« Britarn, ſet forth a Proclamation touch- 
« ing Fiſhing, whereby for the many im- 
ce portant Reaſons therein expreſſed, al! 


« Perſons of what Nation or Quality ſo- 


* ever (being not His natural born Subjects) 
te were reſtrained from fiſhing upon any 
« the Coaſts and Seas of Great Britain, 
te Treland, and the reſt of the Ves adjacent, 
ce where moſt uſually heretofore fiſhing 
« had been, until they had orderly de- 
© manded and obtained Licences from our- 
«-{1id Father, or His Commiſſioners in 


that Behalf, upon Pain of ſuch Chaſ- 


t tiſment as ſhould be fit to be inflicted 
* upon ſuch wilful Offenders : Since which 
te time albeit, neither our ſaid Father nor 
« our Self have made any conſiderable 
« Execution of the faid Proclamation, but 

- have 


L171 


© have with much Patience expected a 
« voluntary Conformity of our Neighbours 
« and Allies to ſo juſt and reaſonable Pro- 
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hibitions and Directions, as are contained 
in the ſame. 
And now finding by Experience, that 
all the Inconyeniences which occaſioned 
that Proclamation, are rather mcreaſed 
than abated, We being very ſenſible 
of the Premiſes, and well-knowing how 
far we are obliged in Honour to main- 
tain the Rights of Our Crown, eſpeci- 


* ally of ſo great Conſequence, - have 


thought it neceſſary, by the Advice of 


our Privy Council, to renew the afore- 


ſaid Reſtraint of fiſhing upon our 
aforeſaid Coaſts and Seas, without our 
Licence firſt obtained from us; and b 
theſe Preſents do make public Decla- 
ration, that our Reſolution is (at Times 
convenient) to keep ſuch a competent 
Strength of Shipping upon our Seas, as 
may (by God's Bleſſing) be ſufficient 
both to hinder ſuch farther Encroach- 
ments upon our Regalties, and aſſiſt and 
protect thoſe our good Friends and Allies, 
who ſhall henceforth by Virtue of our 
Licences, (to be firſt obtained) endea- 
your to take the Benefit of F _ on 
D «c our 
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<« our Coaſts and Seas, in the Places ac- 
ce cuſtomed.” 


Given at our Palace of Weſtminſter 
the 10th Day of May, in the 12th 
Year of our Reign of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland. 


The fecond Proclamation being ſet 
forth in the Year g636, ſerved to ſpeak 
the Intent of thoſe Naval Preparations 
made in the Year preceding, which were 
ſo numerous and well provided, that our 
Netherland Neighbours were apprehenſive 
of ſome great Deſign in Hand, for the In- 
tereſt of England; and were let to know, 
that we hold it as a Principle not to be 
denied, that the King of Great Britain is 
a Monarch at Land and Sea, to the full 
Extent of his Dominions; and that it as 
much concerneth Him to maintain His 
Sovereignty in the Britiſh Seas, as in His 
three Kingdoms; becauſe without that 
theſe cannot be kept ſafe, nor He preſerve 
His Honour and due Reſpect with other 
Nations, but by commanding the Seas, 
command the Reſpect of His Neighbours. 

His Majeſty's Intention by that Fleet, 
was not a Rupture with any Prince of 
State, nor to infringe any Part of His 

Treaties, 
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Treaties, but to continue and maintain that 
happy Peace, wherewith God had bleſſed 
his Kingdoms, well-canſidering that Peace 
muſt be maintained by the Arm of Power, 
which keeps down War by keeping up 
Dominion. And His Majeſty being pro- 
voked, found it neceſſary, even for His own 
Defence and Safety, to re- aſſume and keep 
His ancient and undoubted Rights in the 
Dominion of the Britiſb Seas, and to fuf- 
fer no other Prince or State to encroach 
upon Him, thereby aſſuming to them- 
ſelves, or their Admirals, any Sovereign 
Command. 

But to force them to perform due Ho- 
mage to His Admirals and Ships, and to 
pay them Acknowledgment as in former 
Times they did; as alſo to ſet open and 
protect the free Trade both of His Sub- 
jects and Allies, and give them ſuch fafe 
Conduct as they might reaſonably require: 
Nor would He ſuffer any Men of War or 
Free-booters to take Prizes or keep Guard, 
to offer any Violence, or give any Inter- 
ruption to any lawful Intercourſe upon his 
Seas, being reſolved to do no Wrong, as to 
do Juſtice both to His Subjects and Friends 
within His Dominion aforeſaid.” True it 
is, that the Indulgence of Queen Elixa- 
beth, King James, and King Charles 1}, 

EY D 2 to 
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their Neighbouring Nations, eſpecially the 
Hollanders, by giving them too much Li- 
berty, did in their Times encourage them 
to aſſume a Liberty to themſelves ; and 


what at the firſt was but a Licence, they 


improved into a Cuſtom, and made that 
Cuſtom an Authority, inſomuch that ſome 
of the buſieſt of them openly declared 
againſt the King's Propriety on the Britiſb 
Seas. Amongſt theſe was Hugo Grotius, 
a Gentleman of great Ingenuity, who 
wrote his Treatiſe aſſerting a Mare Libe- 
rum, or Free Sea, which gave the firſt 
Warning for His Majeſty” s Equipment of 
His Fleet, for the Purpoſes above-men- 
tioned. - Grotius in this Particular was fo 
far inclined to obey the Importunities, and 
ferve the Intereſts of his Countrymen, 
that he diſobliged himfelf of the Truth, 
and moreover, to ſpeak' the Truth, of his 
Conſcience itſelf, for if you look into his 
Silvee, lib. 2. on the firſt Inauguration of 
King James 1/f, he is pleaſed to expreſs 
himſelf in theſe Words — Jia Sceptra 
Profundi in Magnum Coiere Ducem; which 
is, That the Right of the Engh/h, Scot- 
ib and Jriſb Seas, were united under one 
Scepter; nor is he ſatisfied with this, but 
he goes on and fays, Sume Ani mos a Rege 
tuo, qui dat Fura mari, which engliſh'd is, 
Take 
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Take Courage from the King who giveth 
Law to the Seas -- Direct Contradictions to 
the Poſitions in His Mare Liberum. Tho 
the Propofition were true, that the Sea is 
common and free, yet it is no otherwiſe 
to be underſtood, than in the ſame Senſe 
we uſually fay, that the High Ways are 
common and free; by which is meant 
that they cannot be uſurped by any private 
Perſon for his ſole proper Service, but re- 
main to the Uſe of every one. Not there- 
fore that they are ſo free, as they ſhould not 
be under the Protection and Government 
of ſome Prince ; and that every one might 
do therein whatſoever it pleaſeth him, ei- 
ther by Right or by Wrong, the true Li- 
berty of the Sea excludes 1t not from the 
Protection and Superiority of ſuch as main- 
tain it in Liberty, nor from the Subjection 
of the Laws of ſuch as have Command 
over it, but rather neceſlarily it includes it, 
that the Sea no leſs than the Land, is ſub- 
ject to be divided amongſt Men, and ap- 
propriated to Cities and Potentates, which 
was ordained by God from the Beginning 
of Mankind; and this was well under- 
ſtood by Ar:iftotle, when he ſaid, That unto 
the Maritime Cities the Sea is the Territory, 
becauſe from thence they take their Suſte- 
nance and Defence, a Thing which can- 
not 
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not poſſibly be, unleſs Part of it be appro- 


riated in like manner as the Land is, which 
is divided betwixt Cities and Governments, 
not by equal Parts, nor according to their 
Greatneſs, but as they have been, or are 
able to rule, govern or defend them: And 
many Cities there are, who being awed by 
their more mighty Neighbours, have been 
conſtrained to forbear any ſuch Attempt; 
for which two Cauſes, though they be 
maritime, and bordering on the Sea, may 
happen to remain without any Poſſeſſion 
of the Sea. Fe ts 
God inſtituted Principalities for the 


Maintenance of Juſtice to the Benefit of 
Mankind, which was neceſſary to be exe- 


cuted as well by Sea as by Land; and St, 
Paul ſaid, That for this Cauſe there were 
due unto Princes, Cuſtoms and Contribu. 
tions; and it would be a great Abſurdity 


to praiſe the Welizgoverning and Defence 
of the Land, and to condema that of the 


Sea, if the Sea, in ſome Parts thereof, for 
the ampleneſs and extreme Diſtance from 
the Land, is not poſſibly to be governed 


and protected, it doth proceed from a Diſ- 


ability in Mankind, as in the ſame Conſi- 
deration, the Deſarts and great Vaſtities of 
the Land are equally incapable of Govern- 
ment and Protection; and it is the Gift of 


God, 


8 
3. 
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God, that a Land, by the Laws and pub- 
liſhed Power, be ruled, protected and go- 
verned ; ſo the fame of courſe in Reſpect of 
the Sea --- It is a groſs Equivocation of 
Grotius and others, who affirmed, That 
the Land, by reafon of its Stability and 
Firmneſs, may be governed, but not the 
Sea, for being an inconſtant Element pat- 
ſeth, and hath a Motion proper to it as 
well as the Air; all, and every Part of 
thoſe fluent Elements being intended, it 
is certain that they cannot be governed, 
becauſe when a Man ſecureth any Part of 
them, the other flieth out of his Power : 
This alfo happeneth unto Rivers which 
cannot be reſtrained in their fluent Moti- 
ons; but when Mention is made to rule 
over a Sea or a River, it is not underſtood 
of the Element, but of the Scite where 
they are placed. The Water of the Adri- 
atic Sea doth continually run out of it, 
nor can it be reſtrained, and yet it is the 
ſame Sea as well as the Thames, the Rhine, 
the Seine, or the Po, which are ſtill tho 
ſame Rivers as they were a thouſand Years 
ago, and theſe are ſubject to the Protection 
of Princes - Were the Seas without Pro- 
tection, every one might do therein what- 
ſoever he liſted, by robbing, ſpoiling, and 
making it unnavigable: This would be ab- 

ſurd 
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ſurd in Reaſon, and by neceſſary Conſe- 
quence it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
Seas ought to be kept governed and pro- 
tected by thoſe to whom it did appertain 
by Divine Diſpoſition, and it muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity follow, that whoſoever trafficketh or 
faileth on the Britiſb or other Seas under 
ſuch Protection, ought to be ſubject to ſuch 
Laws, Cuſtoms, and Impoſts for the Sup- 

rt of the fame, as ſuch are who travel 
through a Country upon Land — There 
might be alledged many Examples, how 
long the Lydians, the Phrygians, the Phæ- 
nectans, and many other Eaſtern Nations, 
have been one = another Lords of the 
Sea; the like may be affirmed of the 
Welt, for both Polybeus and Appran affirm, 
That the Carthaginians enjoyed the Com- 
mand of the Sea, and without all Contro- 
verſy, we ſhall find that the Common- 
wealth of Venice hath enjoyed the Domi- 
nion of the Adriatic Seas for many Ages : 
The Tuſcans to this Day have an abſolute 
Dominion in the Tyrhene Sea; thoſe. of 
Genoa in the Lyguſtic ; the like may be 
alledged of the Danes, Swedes, and. Nor- 
wegeans; and to conclude the Dominion 
of the Seas is admitted amongſt thoſe 
Things that are lawful, and received into 
the Cuſtoms of Nations, is fo far from 
| Con- 
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Contradiction, that botbing s can be found 
to controul it in the Cuſtoms of our lat- 
ter Times, unleſs it be by ſome, who being 
Borderers upon the Sea Dominion of others, 
do ſtrive to violate the Rights of their 
Neighbours, under pretence of civil Com- 
munity — Now as to the Objection con- 
cerning the Freedom of Fiſhing, Com- 
merce, and Paſſage, pretended to "be com- 
mon to all, it is moſt evident from the 
Cuſtoms of all Times, that Commerce 
and Paſſage hath ever been ſo limited by 
Princes in their Territories, that it is either 
permitted or prohibited according to the 
various Concernments of the Public Good ; 
and Princes are concerned that they admit 
no ſuch Strangers or Commerce as the 
Common-Wealth may receive any Da- 
mage thereby; and Ariſtotle plainly and 
expreſsly faith, That Proviſions onght to be 
made by Laws with whom Subjects may 
or may not converſe; and Bodine affirmeth, 

That it is lawful to prohibit any Foreigner 
from entering the Borders whether on Sea 
or Land, and alſo to force him out if he 
hath entered them, not only in Time ot 
War, but even in Time of Peace, that the 
Privileges, Safety, and Welfare of the Peo- 
ple may not be incommoded or infringed 
upon by Strangers, even Oliven Cremsoel, 
E when 
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when Lord Prorector took care of this 
Particular, and maintained the Sovereignty 
of the Britiſh Seas — King Charles 2d. 
aſſerted the ſame, and in the Preamble of 
an Act paſſed in the 147 Year of His 
Reign, it is declared --- 
„That the public Honour, Wealth, 
« and Safety of this Realm, as well in the 
Maintenance and Support of Navigation, 
* as in many ether Reſpects, doth in a 
* high Degree depend upon the Improve- 
ment and Encouragement of the Fiſhery, 
King James II. in His Royal Brother's 
Tims, perſonally vindicated this Right, 
and after His Acceſſion to the Throne, till - 
the Revolution, eſteemed it as the greateſt 
Ornament of His Crown. In the glorious 
Reigns of King William and Queen Anne, 
the Honour of the Flag, as a Token of Do- 
minion, was ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on, not as a 
Complement, but as a Right (Debita Reve- 
rentia ;) and a Sweediſh Fleet of Ships and 
their Convoy in the latter Reign, upon Re- 
fuſal of that Reverence, were ſhown the 
1i!-Conſequence of it: And it is as well 
known, when the haughty Spaniards 
would have ſeized Naples out of your 
Sovereign's Hands, and infringed the 
Neutrality of [taly, that their Armado 


felt the Force of the late King George, 
who 
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who ſtopt the Torrent of their Ambition, 


which renders the Memory of that great 
and magnanimous King precious in theſe 
Kingdoms, not only as He greatly advanced 
the Honour of the Britiſhß Name, but im- 
proved its national Commerce by ſuppreſ- 
ſing and chaſtiſing Pyrates, and ſuch as 
infringed on the Rights and Properties of 
His faithful Subjects. And as the Crown is 
lineally deſcended to our preſent moſt gra- 
cious King George II. who hath preſerved 
and procur'd to Britains (to the great Glory 
of His Majeſties Adminiſtration it may be 
truly ſaid) the beſt and fineſt Fleet of Ships 
that ever graced the Ocean, or maintained 
the Rights of the Britiſh Seas; a compe- 
tent Number of theſe great and amazin 
Fabricks are now compleatly Man'd with 
Gallant Officers. and Brave Sailors eager to 
obey their Sovereign's Command, it fair 
Means will not procure Satisfaction for the 
Depredations committed by the Spaniſh 
Guarda Coſtas on our defenceleſs Merchant 
Ships. I my ſelf having among many 
others of my Fellow Subjects been a very 
great Sufferer by them; and we hope, and 
doubt not, but ſpeedy Satisfaction will be 
made for the Injuries, done with Security 
for a free and uninterrupted Commerce. 
hereafter, according toTreaties and the Law 
| E 2 | oft -<- 
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of Nations; for as was the Caſe before 
recited in the 12% Year of King Charles 


1/, who in his own Defence was obliged 


to equip His Fleet, and maintain His Right 
in the Britiſb Seas, ſo His preſent Majeſty 
well conſiders chat. Peace muſt be obtained 
by the Arm of Power, which keeps down 
War by keeping up Dominion; and if the 
Ends propoſed and juſtly expected from 
the Spartards, is not ſoon obtained, His 
Majeſty having the Arm of Power, may 
eaſily compel them, and chaſtiſe theſe 
Intringers-of the Rights, and Plunderers of 
His good Subjects, at Times and Places 
convenient. 1 hope, Sir, from what is 
here briefly related (for a Volume might be 
deduced from Antiquity, Preſcription and 
Reaſon, to aſſert His Majeſty's undoubted 
and- fole Right of Fiſhing, &c, on His 
Coaſts and Seas) and this is chiefly intended 
for the Information of the Projectors of 
your propoſed Fiſhing Company, to which 
I add this Admonition, that they decline 
all Thoughts of obtaining a Prohibition 
of Britiſh caught Fiſh ; and that for theſe 
Reaſons ; Firſt, that ſuch a Prohibition 
would be not only expreſsly contrary to 
the Treaties, and conſequently unjuſt as well 
as unreaſonable, for tis well known the 


Netherlands colt much Britiſh Blood and 


Treaſure, 
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* reaſure, and would not ſuch a Prohibition 
of Fiſh, or any other Britiſſi Commodity, be 
an ungrateful Return for the Conqueſts 
made in Favour of His Imperial Majeſty, 
who, nor in Equity nor Prudence, can 
comply with your Projectors Deſire, no more 
than he can ſupport and juſtify a Fiſhery on 
our Coaſts and Seas, without Licence ob- | 
tained for ſo doing. 

Moreover our Sovereign regards His Ho- 1 
nour and Royal Prerogative, and the Rights 

and Intereſt of His good Subjects (eſpecially 
in Matters of the greateſt Importance as is 
that of the Fiſhing, which is a Nurſery of 

Seamen for His Royal Navy) preferable to . 
all other worldly Conſiderations; and as it 
has been ſhewn that His Majeſty having the 
Arm of Power can, and that juſtly, prevent - 
your Company's fiſhing on his Coaſts and 
Seas; whence it is evident that Community 
could not ſubſiſt, and the Netherlanders (in 
whatever Poſſeſſion they are or may hereaf- 
ter be) ought to be content with their uſual 
Manner of Fiſhing; nor is it adviſable for 
your Projectors to think farther of ſuch a 
Prohibition, no more than making Ropes of 
the Sand-Banks bordering on your Coaſts. 


J am, Sir, with Truth and Eſteem, U 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Oct. 10. 1738. Wm, Dovrr. 
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An Eminent Merchant- 


Adventurer of and at 
Briſtol. 


WEAVING in my Letter to 
an eminent Director of 
the late Oſtend Eaſt - India- 
Company (chiefly for the Rea- 
ſons therein contained) aſſerted 


and maintained, that the Dominion of the 
| Britiſh 
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Britiſh Seas and ſole Right of fiſhing 
therein, appertaineth to the Crown of 
Great Britain; if we conſider alſo the 
natural Scite of theſe our Seas, that inter- 
poſe themſelves between the great Northern 
Commerce, as well as the Eaſt, Weſt, and 
Southern Countries, with the infinite 
Advantage that by fiſhing in the fame is 
daily made by Strangers, it cannot then be 
doubted, were the Fiſheries of Great Bri- 
tain and Treland duly encouruged and in- 
duſtriouſly followed by the Natives of theſe 
Kingdoms, the fame, without Injuſtice to 
any State or People, might be made the 
moſt flouriſhing in the known World. 

For the Coaſts of Great Britain and 
Ireland do yield ſuch a continual Sea-Har- 
veſt of Gain and Benefit, to thoſe that 
with Diligence do labour in the fame, that 
no Seaſon of the Year, in either of them, 
paſſeth away without apparent Means of 
a profitable Employment, eſpecially to ſuch 
as. apply themſelves to fiſhing : For on one 
Part or the other of the ſaid Coaſts, and 
therein ſach infinite Shoals of Fiſhes are 
offered to the induftrious Fiſhermen, as is 
wonderful not only to Strangers, but even 
to thoſe employed amongſt them. 

The Premiſes conſidered; it maketh for 


the Ignominy of Great Britain and Ire 
land, 


j 33 4 
land, that God and Nature offering us ſo 


great a Treaſure, even at our:own Doors, 
we do, notwithſtanding, negledt the Bene- 


fit thereof; and by paying Money to Stran- 
gers for the Fiſh: of our own Seas, impo- 


veriſh our ſelves to make them rich: Inſo- 
much for want of Induſtry and Care in 
this Particular, a great many fiſhing Towns 
are reduced to great Poverty; whereas, on 
the contrary, by dilligent endeavouring to 


make Uſe of fo great a Bleſſing, we might 


in a ſhort time repair thaſè decayed Towns, 
and add Strength and Riches to our Coun- 
try — We have Timber ſufficient to build 
Herring Buſſes, and other Veſſels at reaſo- 
nable Rates; ; We have hardy and able Men 


fit for ſuch Employment, who now, live 
poorly. and idle at home; we have Victuals 
exceeding cheap and plenty, our Harbours, 
Bays and Loves, are good and convenient, 


being as well near where the Fiſh haunt, 
as for Succour in Streſs of Weather, for 
Water, Salt, and packing our Fiſh, and ex- 
porting it ſooner than Strangers can, for all 
theſe Reaſons, as that our Harbours are ſel- 
dom frozen as thoſe of the Hollanders, 


Hamburgers, and Bremeners are. I now, 


Sir, proceed (at the earneſt Deſire of cer- 


tain Well-wiſhers to the Fiſheries of Great 


Britain and _— to add a tew Words 
to 
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to the Account already publiſhed in my 

Maps of the 2 Bay of Tramore, 
and of the Harbours of Waterford and 
Rineſhark, and Sea Coaſt to them adjacent, 
of a fiſhing Bank now named the Nymph 
Bank, about eleven Leagues S. S. E. from 
the High Land of Dungarvan. For, Sir, 
in order to render the ſaid Maps as uſeful as 
poſſible, as well by deſcribing the ſaid Bank, 
as taking the perſpective Views of the Land 
from it, and other Stations diſtant from 
the Shore, withall to ſet the Tides and Cur- 
rents, - 3 the eee of the 
magnetical Needle, and whatever reſpect- 
ing the Fiſhery on the ſaid Bank, I; 
uſeful to the preſent and future Ages; 
I ay, Sir, for the deſirable End aforeſaid, 
my own Surveying Boat being too little for 
a diſtant Expedition, upon Application to 
Henry Maſon Eſq; a Gentleman always 
to promote whatever might be uſe- 

ful and beneficial to his Country, who had 
the Goodneſs to accommodate me with 
his Pleaſure-boat of about twelve Tunns, 
very compleat for the Purpoſe ; her Name 

the Bank now bears; and having on Board 
ſeven ivien, at Midnight, (July 1 5th, 1736.) 
I arrived on the ſaid Bank; and then and 
there anchoring in 39 Fathom Water, the 
Ground ſmall Pebble Stones, intermixt with 
Cockle 
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Cockle and other Shells; we inſtantly ap- 
plied ourſelves to fiſhing, and found a won- 
derful Affluence of Fiſh, ſuch was the 
Number of excellent large well-fed Cod, 
Hake and Ling, Reas or Schetes of a mon- 
ſtrous Size, Bream, Whiteing, Red Guraet, 
and other Fiſh, as to me (tho' I have been 
fiſhing on the Banks of New-foundland and 
New-England) ſeemed wonderful ; I never 


ſaw equal or better Diverſion, and I think 


it very extraordinary, that a Bank ſo near 
the Land as eleven Leagues, and its Dimen- 
tions unknown, ſhould have been many 
Ages neglected, having withal ſo many 
Ports adjacent to it. Had the induſtrious 
Hollanders ſo great a Bleſſing near them, 
they would have drawn immenſe Advan- 
tages from it. But I return, Sir, to our Fiſh- 
ery: In fix Hours we filled our Fiſh-room 


With Cod, Hake and Ling alone, and all 


Parts of the Boat with other Fiſh; as for the 
monſtrous Reas they were thrown over 
Board, they would in England, France or 


Holland, have yielded very conſiderable; we 


continued on the Bank twelve Hours, during 
which Time I ſet the Tides, took the Views 
of the Land, and in this and the following 
Voyage, found the Variation of the mag- 
netical Needle, as is fully expreſſed in the 
ſaid Maps, to which the Curious are _— 

F 2 red; 
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red; being full freighted with Fiſh, and as 


well pleaſed as tired with fiſhing, weighed 
Anchor, and after a Voyage of 36. Hours, 
arrivedat Paſſage with our Fiſh in very good 
Order, and to the Surpriſe of' many, as 


well for the Novelty of the Voyage as the 


Excellency and Number of our Fiſh —- 
Such was the Satisfaction of the firſt, that 
I ſoon determined on a ſecond Voyage, 
in order in different Places to make Obſer- 
vations, as well Weſtward as Southward of 
the fir{t Station; for this Purpoſe, Volun- 
tiers readily offered themſelves; the Profits 
of the firſt was Encouragement for a ſecond 
Voyage, in the Execution of which, be- 
tween the High Land of Dungarvan and 
the ſaid Bank, we frequently ſounded, the 
deepeſt Water was 43 Fathom fandy 
Ground, but no Fiſh; at length continu- 
ing our. Courſe S. S. V. arrived on the 


Bank, found 38 Fathom ſmall Pebble 
Stones, and Cockle and other Shells; this 


was on the. Edge of the Bank which J con- 


ceive to be ten or eleven Leagues from the 
Shore — In various Places I made Expe- 


riments, ſometimes. Weſtward, _ South 


Eaft of the firſt Station, till by a good 
Obſervatiom of the Sun, hauing a clear: Ho- 
rizon, I found myſelf in the Latitude of 
5 ye 14, 20 nat:lealt. ſilteon⸗ Leagues from the 
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Land: In all Places hw! ifis Ame Ground 
and very good fiſhing. 1 wizat aur 
Leagues Southward of the ht Voyage, 
and ſtill on the Bank; future Experiments 
muſt determine its Magnitudes ; jome pre- 
tend this -Bank extends far Weſtward of 
Ireland, and it is believed by others, that it 
joyns that of New-foundland: This is merely 
conjectural, and future Experiments and 
Diſcoveries | may produce Effects which 
may be conducive to the public Good. 
The Aſſays J have made, may induce others 


to fiſh on the Nymph Bank. 


And I may add, that the Cod, Hake, 
Ling, Sc. taken by us, was the beſt fed 
I ever ſaw: Doubtleſs then their Suſtenance 


muſt needs be very good, and in very great 


Plenty where ſuch prodigiousSholes abound; 
and it may from the Premiſes reaſonably be 
infered, that 'the Fiſh continue on. this 
Bank all Seaſons of the Year, which 1s 


humbly ſubmitted to public Conſideration. 


It may, Sir, be ſatisfactory to the Curi- 


-ous to know, during the Survey which 
I made on this Coaſt, that I obſerved the 
"fiſhing Seaſon in Tramore Bay; and Places 
adjacent for Makrell, Polluck, Gurnet, 
Bream, and great Variety of other Fiſh, 
begins about the Cloſe of April; Hake 


and Ling you have there and at the Har- 
ours 
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Lors Mouth of WW aterford, in Plenty moſt 
of the Summer Seaſon, and continue dur- 


iaz the Herring Fiſhery, uſually beginning 
in October and ending about Chriſtmas: The 
Herrings have of late Vears in incredible 
Soles frequented Waterford Harbour: In 
the Year-1730, during the Summer Seaſon, 
ounded the Coaſt, I obſerved the Seas in- 
credibly repleniſhed with Fiſh, many great 
Gra mpuſſes frequented the Harbour as 
high as Paſſage, and great Numbers of Por- 
puſſes purſued the Salmon, even aboye 
//etzrford and Roſs. There alſo are Lob- 
{ters, Crabs, and moſt Sorts of Shell-fiſh in 
abundance, ſo that I am amazed theſe 
many Advantages, and wherewith all the 
Sea-coaſt of Ireland abounds, hath not 
produced anſwerable Effects: But I hope 
the Act paſt this laſt Seſſions in that King- 
dom, for Encouragement of the Fiſheries 
there, will alleviate all Grievances, and in- 
duce the induſtrious Fiſhermen to anſwer 
the Achievements of the Hollanders. As 
I refided ſome Years among them, I ſhall 
briefly relate the Obſervations I made con- 
cerningtheir Oeconomy, in Reſpect to their 
Fiſheries, with ſome Account of their 
wonderful and laudable Induſtry and Op- 
pulence, ariſing from the Bounty of our 
. Seas, 
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Seas, which may be an Incentive to the 
Britiſh and Iriſh Fiſhermen, in due Time 
to partake of equal Advantages 
The Hollanders employ at leaſt 1800 
Herring-Buſſes, having on Board them 
Men, Women and Children; they carry - 
with them Stock of good Sea Proviſions, 
Plenty of Salt and Barrels; they ſalt their 
Fiſh the Moment it is taken, and in a Man- 
ner alive; theſe Buſſes are large, ſtrong, 
well- fitted, and capable to bear tempeſtu- 
ous Weather, wherewith even in the Sum- 
mer Seaſon they often encounter. Inſtead 
of attending the Herrings on the Coaſt and 
in the Harbours, they go and meet them 
at Sea in innumerable Shoales or Scholes, 
at which time they are in the greateſt Per- 
fection: By Ordinance of the State, the 
Buſſes are under the Direction of Com- 
mandores who are the experteſt Fiſhermen, 
nor dare they at an Anchor or Lying too, 
caſt their Nets, till Migſummer-Day; the 
Fiſhery then commencing is called the | 
Summer Fiſhery, which continues till the” 
latter End of Auguſt; they do not com- 
monly come to Harbour, but continue at 
Sea, and other Veſſels are employed in 
bringing Salt-barrels, &c. and carrying home 
the Herrings, which immediately after 
landing, is carefully waſhed and apt 
wit! 


Tied)! 


with choice good Salt in branded Caſks of 
different Sizes, the Packers are ſworn and, 
_ by the Magiſtrates; and the extraor- 

dinary Method of - Curing: renders the 
Dutch Herrings preferable to all others 
The Winter Seaſon commences at Michael 
mas, and continues till the Middle of No- 
t mr during this Seaſon the | Hollan- 
ders purſue the Scholes on the Britiſh 
Shore, even from Shetland to North Bri-: 
tain, and Southward to Thames Mouth :/ 
Beſides 700. Strand Boats, 800 Evars and 
Sullets; they have at leaſt 800: Doyer or; 
| Well-boats, above 100 Tuns each, which 
fiſh on the Coaſts: of Great Britain for 
Cod and Ling only; they alſo employ 
ſeveral hundred ſmall Boats on and about 
the Coaſts of ; Yarmouth, and ſell their 
Herring to the Exgliſb for ready. Money; 
at the Fero lands and Iſeland they employ: 
many Doggers on the Cod Fiſhery, the 
N over the North Seas, and by killing, 
Seals or Sea Dogs, they make profitable 
Voyages, add to theſe at leaſt 200 Sail of 
great Ships, annually employed in the. 
Whale Fiſheries at the Strerghrs, Dar vid, 
and on the Coaſts: of Greenland. 

The Number of Fiſhing-Ships 16957 ni 
a great many Men, they breed the ableſt 
Sailors, and by . theſe the - Dutch ſupply. 


their 
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ho Voyages to all Parts, ſo that they are 
become as it were the Citizens of, the 
World — By the Number of their Ships 
and Mariners, and their Trade occaſioned 
principally by their fiſbing, they have not 
only fortified themſelves at home, but 
many times have gloriouſly repelled foreign 
Invaſions: The Beauty and Strength of 
their Cities is inferior to none, and num- 
berleſs are their Havens, Whereon they have 
laid out on ſome 30, 40, and others above 
109,000]. Sterling: On their Fortifications 
allo prodigious Sums of Money; and theſe 
may be compared to any Whatever, all 
— th is originally flowing from the Boun- 
y of the Sea, from whence, by their com- 
bang vn Induſtry, they derive . their 
Wealth and Safety: Their Greatneſs in the 
Eajt and / gſt-Indies in many Places, 
whereof; they are become Lords of the 
Sea Coaſt, and have likewiſe fortified on 
the Main where the Kings and People (eſ- 
pecially in the Eaſt-Indies) are at —— De- 
votion; and more than all this, the Neigh- 
bouring Princes in their Differences, by 
Reaton, of their Power at Sea, are glad to 
bare them of their Party: Moreover, 
how mightily is the Public Revenue and 
Cuſtoms of Halland increaſed by their fiſh- 
ing? As for Licences, Waftage, and Laſtage, 
CG which 
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| which is paid to the State for Cuſtom of 
Herring and other Salt-Fiſh, we are like- 
wiſe to know, that great Part of their Fiſh 
is ſold in other Countries for ready Money, 
for which they bring home the fineſt'Gold 
and Silver; and much of the latter they 
recoin of a Baſer-Allay under their own 
Stamp, which is not a ſmall Means of 
augmenting their public Treaſure. As 
touching their rl) Wealth, if we con- 
"ſider the abundant Store of Herring, and 
other Fiſh by them taken, we con- 
clude the Gain thereof, made by private 
Men, muſt needs be very great ; for this 
Trade of F iſhing, employing ſo many 
Men and Ships at Sea, muſt neceſſarily 
maintain as great a Number of Tradei- 
men and Artizens on Land, as Spinners, 
and Rope-makers, Twine for Nets and 
Lines, Weavers to make Sail-cloth, Pack- 
ers, Tollers, Dreſſers, and Couchers to 
make the Herrings lawful Merchandize; 
Tanners to tan their Sails and Nets, Coo- 
pers, Block-makers, Lightermen, and La- 
bourers for carrying and removing their 
Fiſh,, Carpenters, Smiths, Shipwrights, 
Carmen, Brewers, Bakers, and many others, 
too long to enumerate in this Place, beſides 
the Maintainance of their Wives, Chil- 
dren and Families - Moreover, any Man 
5 | or 
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or Maid Servant, or Orphan, having any 
poor Stock, may venture the ſame in their 
Fiſhing Voyages, which ordinarily affords 
them great Increaſe, and is duly paid ac- 
cording to the Proportion of their Gain. 

Holland affords little, as its natural Pro- 
duce, beſides Butter and Cheeſe, yet by 
Means of their Fiſheries, aboundeth in 
a plentiful Manner with all kind of Pro- 


viſions, as Corn, Beef, Mutton, and all 


other Neceſſaries of Life; and for Luxury, 
Wines, Silks, Spices, Sc. and for Defence, 
in all manner of Arms and Ammunition, 
in Pitch, Tar, Timber, and Iron for Ship- 
ping, all which they not only have in 
Abundance for their own Uſe, but by 
Means of their Import and Export, may 
be faid to be the Magazine of the whole 
World. 

Amongſt the Holland Buſſes, two or 
more, according to their Situation and 
Number of the experteſt Fiſhermen, are 
appointed to guide the reſt, who are bound 
to follow them, and caſt their Lines and 
Nets according to their Direction, whereas 
every one of us acts as he pleaſes --- The 
Hollanders ſet ont in June to find the 


Schole of Fiſh, and having found, keep 


with it till November, and many times 
longer as it may happen —— whereas 
. we 


— 
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we ſtay til the Herrings come to our 
Roads and Harbours, and ſometimes for 
want of a good look out, miſs them: 
Our Herring Fiſhery continues about ten 
Weeks, and theirs fix Months. The Hol- 
land Buſies are large, ſtrong, and well, fit- 
ted, and dur Boats are ſmall, thin ſided, 

and open, and conſequently unfit for diſ- | 
tant fiſhing : The Hollanders are induſtri- 
ous, and when diſcharged of their Lading, 
immediately put forth for more, and ſeek 
for Markets abroad as. well as at home, 
whereas our Fiſhermen, after they have 
been once at. Sea, ſeldom go again, till the 
Money for their Fiſh is ſpent, and they in 
Debt, ſeeking to ſupply the Markets: The 
Hollanders have certain Merchants, who, 
during the Herring Seaſon, come to the 
Place where the Buſſes and Veſſels b 

them laden uſually arrive; theſe joining 
in Company, preſently agree for the Lad- 
ings of twenty, thirty, or forty Buſſes at 
a time; ſo being diſcharged, immediately 
let out to their former Stations of fiſhing, 
whiltt- our Fiſhermen are uncertain of their 
Chapmen, and ſpend much Time in ſel- 
ling their Fiſh --- It were to be wiſhed, 

that theſe and many other Effects were 
taken into Conſideration, and Orders made 


5 _ to the Plan * che Hollanders, to 


make 
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make our Fiſheries more proſperous and 
ſucceſsful, ſince the Neglect thereof hath 
brought great Misfortunes to many good 
Towns and once flouriſhing Corporations, 


as well in Great Britain as Ireland --- The 


apparent Decay of many Towns, particu- 
larly the Cinque Ports, is teſtified by Au- 
thority even of Parliament Itſelf, in the 
Statute of the 33 of Henry VIII. avoid- 
ing the Prolixity of the Original, it is to 
the following Purpoſe: | 

* Becauſe the Engliſh Fiſhermen dwel- 
* ling on the Sea-Coaſt, did leave off the 
Trade of Fiſhing in our Sea-Coaſt, and 
went the Half Seas over, and thereupon 
„they did buy Fiſh of Pzckards, Flem- 
mins and Zelanders, by Reaſon whereof 
* many Incomodities did grow to the 
“ Realm, viz. the Decay of the Wealth 


cc 


* and Proſperity of the Cinque Ports, and 


«© Members of the fame; as alſo of our 
« Towns by the Sea Side, which were 
« built and inhabited by great Numbers 
of People, by ' Reaſon of exerciſing the 
« Craft and Feat of Fiſhing. Secondly, 
et the Decay of great Numbers of Boats 
« and Shipping; and thirdly, the Decay 
ce of many good Mariners, able in Body 
« by their Diligence and Labour, and con- 


* tinual Exerciſe of fiſhing; and expert 
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e by Reaſon thereof, in the Knowledge 
* of the Sea Coaſt, as well within the 
* Realm, as other Parts beyond the Seas.” 

It was enacted, that no manner of Per- 
ſons, Engliſh Denizens or Strangers, at 
that Time or any Time after, dwelling 
in England, ſhould buy any Fiſh of Stran- 
pers; and it were to be wiſhed, for the 
Encouragement of the Britiſp Fiſhermen, 
that ſo good a Law were continued to this 

and all Times hereafter --- Tt is needleſs to 
enforcs Arguments on that Account ; 
moſt of our Neighbours have ſhewed us 
an Example, and it is unreaſonable that 
any Nation, who are permitted to fiſh on 
our Coaſts and Seas, ſhould prohibit, as 
they do, Br:ti/h caught Fiſh to be ſold in 
their Dominions: And ſhould the New 
Company propoſed in Flanders, obtain 
that Advantage of ſuch a Prohibition as 
is confidently reported, it were full Time 
to nip them in the Bud, and prevent their 

fiſhing in our Seas, which would effectu- 
ally reduce them to a reaſonable Comply- 

ance with the juſt Right we have hereto- 
fore had, to vend our Fiſh at their Mar- 
kets. 

It has been already ſhewn, that we are 
poſſeſſed of greater Advantages than any 
People, as well by particular Companies 

a | CT 
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or private Perſons for fiſhing, and after= 
wards for exporting our Fiſh to foreign 
Markets: We then ought to ft our 
Hearts and Hands effectually to work, and 
by a frugal and induſtrious Management 
of Affairs, we may in a few Years, be- 
come Maſters of the Fiſhing Trade, as 
well in the Northern as Weſtern Seas. 
Great is the Example which the Hallau- 
ders hath - ſet us; and if upon their Plan 
we could act, with ſuch improvements 
and Advantages as our Happy Situation 
imnviteth us unto, we might ſoon achieve 
Glory to our King and Government, and 
as is faid in the Introduction, become the 
moſt flouriſhing Nation in the whole 
Worlde. 0 

The learned Sir John Burrougs, in his 
Sovereignty of the Britiſb Seas, demon- 
ſtratively affirms, Page 140, that the yearly 
Value of Fiſh taken by Strangers in his 
Time upon our Coaſts, amounted to at 
leaſt 10, ooo, oool. Sterling, from whoſe 
Authority, and what is before ſaid, great 
is the Advantage of Fiſhing in the Nor- 
thern Seas; the like may be affirmed of 
the Sea Coaſt of Ireland and the Nympb 
Bank adjacent, becauſe on them and the 
other, as is already known, there is an in- 
exhauſtible Store of the beſt ſort of Fiſh; 

and 
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and were Well-boats employed on theſe 

Fiſheries, the Great and Oppulent City of 
Briſtol, and thoſe of Bath; ' G/auceſter, 

Mocceſter, the Towns of Taunton, Tiver- 

ton, Bridgwater, Minchead, and all the 

Places fituated on the River Severn and 

adjacent to it, might be ſupplied with Fiſh 

cheap and plenty, to the great Benefit of 

the numerous Manufacturers inhabiting the 

ſame; and the like Advantage would ac- 

crue to Cork, King ſale, Youghal, Water- 

ford, the great and populous City of Dub- 
lin, the Coaſt of Wales, Liverpool, Cheſter, 

and many. Places in the inland Parts of 

both Kingdoms, For in Reſpe& of the 

Situation of the Nymph Bank, it is evident 

all the fine Harbours on the South of Ve- 

land are contiguous thereto; the City of 

Dublin, as alſo Bidiford, Baſtable, and the 

Welch Coaſt exceed not thirty; Brijts/ 
ſixty ; Liverpool and Cheſter ſeventy Leagues 

Diſtance from it: fo that in Caſe a Fiſhery 

were eſtabliſhed on that Bank, numerous 

are the Places as well for ſale of Fiſh 

;  __ . falt, or freſh, or drying it in Ports of Safety, 
+4 as alſo exporting the ſame to Portuga/y, 
| Spain, and other Markets, preferably, chea- 

i" per, and ſooner than can be done from any 
| | other Bank or Coaſt whatever. Notwith- 
1 | ſtanding the, happy Situation of the Nymph 
1 | | 0 1 
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Bank, by Reaſon of the Ignorance and 
Poverty (not to ſpeak of the Indolence) 
of the 1ri/þ Fiſhermen on the adjacent 
Coaſt, very little compared to the Benefit 
that might, has been drawn from it --- For 
theſe People are not only generally un- 
ſkilful in the Art of Navigation, but their 
Boats are open, thin ſided, and unfit to bear 
or brook tempeſtuous Seas: The Terror 
of which, and driving beyond their Know- 
ledge, hath been an invincible Impedi- 
ment to the Progreſs, which might have 
long ſince be made. Well-boats ſtout and 

ſtrong, ſuch as are employed by the Hol- 
anders in the Northern Seas, might be 

built at Briſtol, and all the Weſtern Ports 
of England and Males, where Timber 
and other Materials for Shipping are rea- 
ſonable; and the fame Places and Teland 
abound not only with all Fiſhing Geer, 
but expert Mariners and other hardy and 
able Men, where alſo Proviſions and 
Cloathing for them are to be had exceed- 
ing cheap. So that were a Fiſhing-Com- 
pany erected in theſe Pants, (under proper 
Regulations and enjoying particular Pri- 
vileges) doubtleſs a Fiſhery might be car- 
ried-on at that Bank and on the Sea-Coaſt 
adjacent, preferable (for the many Reaſons 
here alledged, with others 1a Reſerve) to 


H anyo 
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any Company which ever hath, or ever 
can be eſtabliſhed in the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, or elſewhere. The Premiſes duly 
conſidered, great Benefit would by this 
Means accrue to His Majeſty's Revenue 
in Great Britain and Ireland, and likewiſe 
to no lefs than the Artizens of 32 diffe- 
rent Trades which are employed on Land, 


in the various Manufactures and Utenſels 


requiſite to a Fiſhery, and be at the ſame 
time a Nurſery of hardy and able Sailors 
ſo much wanted in theſe Kingdoms, as 


well for Defence as Support of Naviga- 


tion — If what I have, Sir, advanced on 
this Head, proves acceptable to the Pub- 


lic — I may be thereby induced in due 


Time and Place, to communicate ſome far- 
ther Thoughts concerning this Matter, 
with particular Propoſals for eſtabliſhing 
a Fiſhery on the faid Bank and Coaſt, 
whether it may be an incorporated Com- 
pany, or private Perſons, who ought not to 
be excluded from fiſhing, as they may 
ſee convenient, As it has already been ſhewn, 
that his Majeſty's Title to the Dominion 
of the Britiſh Seas, and ſole Right of Fiſh= 
ing in the ſame is unexceptional, ſo an 
exact Survey and Deſcription of them and 
the Coaſt they waſh, would greatly re- 


5 — to His Majeſty's Honour and the 


Safety 
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Safety of Navigation, which includes that 
of the Royal Revenue and Trade 
Wherefore, I hope, Sir, you will pardon 
the Freedom of the following Relation: 
In the Year 1726, having a Ship of ſome 
Conſequence under my Command, bound 
from Rotterdam, North about Scotland, 
intending for Ireland, I was at that time 
furniſhed with the beſt Engliſb, French, 
and Dutch Sea-Charts extant, and ſuita- 
ble to the aforeſaid Voyage: During my 
Paſſage, being arrived near the Orcades 
Hands, J encountered ſtrong South Weſt 
Winds; and being unwilling to put into 
any Port on the Main Land of Scotland 
or ſaid Iſlands, was obliged to beat to 
Windward, and of Courſe frequently ply- 
ing near the Shore, I found my Books and 
Charts of little or no Uſe, neither truly 
deſcribing the Lands or Currents, the Land 
being very rudely laid down, and the Cur- 
rents in no Reſpect accounted for, tho' of 
utmoſt Importance to ſuch as are bound 
about Land; I could .not therefore but 
reflect on the great and abſolute Neceſſity 
there is of an actual and true Survey of 
the ſame — I alſo coaſted along the He- 
brides or Lewis Iſlands, where alſo meet- 
ing contrary Winds, was obliged to ap- 
proach the Shore, and obſerved the Ap- 
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perrance of many good Harbours ; and 
I have been ſince aſſured, there are many 
excellent Ports, tho' as little known, as 
J may in a Manner ſay, as Auſtralis In- 
* to our Britiſh Mariners. I cannot, 
Sir, paſs by theſe Places, wirhout men- 
tioning Loch, Sunart, Ardnamorchan, which 
is the Weſtwardmoſt Point of the Main 
Land of Scotland 1s the Northern, and 
the Ie of Mull, the Southern Entrance 
into this Loch; its Extent Eaſtward is 24 
Miles within the Land, and is capable of 
containing above 1000 Ships of the great- 
eſt Burthen, Captain Alexander Bruce, 
a Gentleman of great Abilities; bath lately 
made a curious and exact Survey of it at 
his ewn Expence, expreſſing all the Rocks, 
Sands, Sholes and Soundings, with the 
letting of the Tides and Currents: This 
is a Work lately publiſhed at Edinburg ; 
and the Captain hath ſo well acquitted 
himſelf, that Strangere, without the Help 
of a Pilot in bad Weather, frequent this 
Harbour, and by the Directions in his 
Chart, enjoy a Place of Safety: Here are 
the valaable Lead-Mines of Strontian, 
occupied by the York-Buildings-Com- 
. pany, and it is frequented by the Ships 
. which lade on their Account: It is to be 
- hoped, that the Captain may be employed, 
and 
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and that at the public Charge, to ſurvey 
what he hath fo well began, namely, all 
that Coaſt and the Hands to it adjacent, 
which I am well zſſured, abound with 
many excellent but little known Har- 
bours, which might in Times of Peace, 
bnt eſpecially in War, be exceeding uſe- 
= to great Fleets, as well as private Veſ- 
els. 

The Merchant Adventurers of Liver- 
pool, to their Honour be it faid, hath at 
their private Expence, amounting to above 
'5o0ol. Sterling, employed two good Ma- 
thematicians, who hath lately ſurveyed the 
Sea-Coaſt from the Point of Linus in 
Angleſca, to Formby Pt. in Lancaſhire, 
as alſo to Formby Channel, which extends 
to Black-Coomb to the Northward, toge- 
ther with a Plan of the Harbour of the 
Pile of Fowdry, which laſt is a famous 
Herring Fiſhery, the Maps of which be- 
ing lately publiſhed, will be of great Uſe 
to the Navigation of their Seas and Har- 
bours; theſe worthy Gentlemen have con- 
firmed that undoubted Maxim, that all 
polite Cities, rendered by their Trade and 
Navigation, ſuperior to their Neighbours, 
ought to ſet on work, and encourage all 
ſach as endeavour to render themſelves uſe- 
ful to the Public; and it is as well known, 

as 
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as before obſerved, whatever - contributes 
to the Safety of Navigation, includes alſo 
His Majeſty's Revenue, and juſtly claims 
the Attention of the Honourable: Gover- 
nors thereof, as wellebf the public Com- 
panies and private Inſurers in theſe King- 

doms. Fe 
You will haye, Sir, the Goodneſs to 
excuſe this Digreſſion, if ſuch it properly 
is; and it were to be wiſhed, that Encou- 
ragement and Employment were given to 
Men of real Capacity and Merit, accord- 
ing to the Remonſtrance lately made by 
the Merchants of Liverpool, as I have 
heard, to Gentlemen in Power, for the 
Continuance of the Survey of the Sea- 
Coaſt, to the ſaid Survey already. made and 
adjacent to it; and the like may be faid 
of the Channel of Briſtol, and all the 
Weſtern Parts of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, it being notorious that the ſame is 
exceedingly wanted, which may be evinced 
by the Iuſurers of. Ships in particular, who 
by their many Lofles have ſufficiently ex- 
perienced the Truth of this Afﬀertion --- 
J may farther add, that having paſſed the 
Hebrides or Lewis T/lands, and arriving on 
the Northern Parts of Ireland, I found the 
Deficiences of the Sea-Charts were equally 
great all along the Coaſt, until I arrived 
at 
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at t Killebops, which might be made one of 
the moſt convenient and ſtrong Ports 
_ (eſpecially in Time of War) for the Ac- 
commodation of our Eaſt and Wejt-India 
and Turky Ficets, being capable to receive 
Ships of the greateſt Burthen, where they 
might ride as in a Baſon, ſecuro from the 
Injuries of Weather, and Attempts of the 
Enemy, provided the Entrance were forti- 
fied, which, reſpecting its Situation, might 
be done at a ſmall Charge. 

As the Weſtern Parts of Ireland is far- | 
ther extended into the great Atlantic Ocean, 
than any Part of Great Britain, the Ships 
which occupy St. Georges and the Briſtol 
Channels, and many times ſuch as are bound 
into the Engh/b Channels, on their Return 
from the Eaſt and Weſt- Indies and other 
Places, endeavour to make Cape Char, 
which is the South-weſtwardmoſt Part of 
Ireland, and by Means of heazy Weather, 
frequent in the adjacent Seas by unknown 
Currents, Tempeſts, and other Incidents, 
are often drove to the Northward of that 
Cape: And notwithſtanding. the many 
ſpacious Bays, Ports and Rivers, wherewith 
theſe Parts abound, they are nevertheleſs 

little known to our Mariners; no 
Wonder then that the Gazets are replete 
with the Loſs of their Ships; to the great 

Detri- 
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Detriment of His Majeſty's Revenue and 
Trade, and Deſtruction of our Seamen 
and others. I have been told, that the 
French, hoping to have Ireland as a Gra- 
tuity for their Services, and pretended 
Friendſhip for the late King James, did by 
Order ot the late Lew:s le Grand, cauſe 
a Survey to be made of the Sea-Coaſt, 


from Cape Clear to Galwey. Indeed, if 


any ſuch was ever performed, the Charts 
are like a Candle hid under a Buſhell, for 


I could never find any, tho' I diligently 
enquired at London, Paris, and Amfter- 


dam; had theſe many Bays great in Ex- 
tent, including in them many commodi- 


— 


ous Harbours, been actually and truely . 


| ſurveyed, and the Maps and Charts in 


Poſſeſſion of our Mariners, many Briti/þ 


Ships would have eſcaped Shipwreck, as 


well as the Enemy in the late Wars: And 
it is well known, that the French Privateers 


having Fiſhermen Natives of theſe Places 


compoling Part of their Equipage, who 


knowing the many little Bays, Coves, and 


other Receſſes, with the various ſetting of the 
Tides, have by this Means eſcaped the Byi- 
ti/þ Men of War and Dutch Capers; whence 
I conceive, Sir, that an actual Survey of 
theſe Parts 1s exceedingly wanted; as it 
would exhibit many Refuges to the Diſ- 

| treſſed 


* 
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treſſed in Peace or War, and would of 
Courſe be advantageous in War as well for 
avoiding as chaceing the Enemy; and in- 
deed the like may be affirmed of the Su- 
thern and Eaſtern Part of that Kingdom, 
as is ſaid. I lately made an actual Survey of Pf 

the Harbour of Waterford, towards the 
Expence of which, the Magiſtrates of 
that City were Contributers; 1 have ad- 
joined thereto the Bay of Tramore and 
Harbour of Nineſbarꝶ, and the Sca-Coaſts 
adjacent, and I believe there are few WhO 
trade or occupy the Britiſb Seas, who have 
not heard of the frequent Shipwrecks 
which have happened in that Bay and 
Coaſt adjacent — I remember in Queen 
Anne's Reign, when one of Her Majeſty's 
Bomb Ship and the whole Crew periſhed ; 
a long-time before and ſince that remark- 
able Loſs, ſcarce any Year hath eſcaped 
without Diſaſters, which have in that dan- 
gerous and deſtructive Bay affected the 
Royal Revenue, as well as Merchants, 
Mariners, and the Inſurers of Ships; and 
the fame principally. ariſing by the Miſ- 
take of the ſaid Bay for //aterford Har- 
bour; wherefore the Magiſtrates of the 
City, during the Survey aforeſaid: enjoyn'd 
me to confider of a proper Expedient, 
whereby Mariners might trom the Sea be 
[ enabled 
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enabled to diſtinguiſh one from the other. 


In Purſuit of this defirable End, I made 
ſeveral Excurſions on the Sea, and at a 
conſiderable Diſtance from the Land, ob- 
ſerved a great Simiiitude between the Open- 
ing of the faid Bay and Harbour, and 
approaching the Shore, ſuch an Unifor- 
mity in the Soundings, as to the Depth 
of Water, and Quality of the Ground, 
which is fine white Sand, that nothing 


anſwerable to ſuch Diſtinction could be 
by theſe Means poſſibly effected. When 


Hook Tower can be ſeen, the fame is an 
undoubted good Mark for Waterford Har- 
bour, but if in Obſcurity, it is almoſt 
impoſſible even for the Natives, much 
more for Strangers, (eſpecially in the leaſt 
heazy Weather) to know the Difference. 
Theſe Conſiderations, Sir, drew me 
into the following Reflections, which are 
humbly ſubmitted to your good Judg- 
ment, as alſo to the Gentlemen of the 
Trinity-Houjſe and others, whoſe Care it 
is more particularly to inſpect into all 
Matters, tending towards the Safety of 
Navigation, eſpecially that of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; and, Sir, from a View 
of my. Map of that Coaſt what follows 
will be better underſtood. Hook Tower, 


hr is above 100 Foot high, is ſitu- 
ated 
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ated on very low Land, at the Starboard 
Entrance of Waterford Harbour: Great 

Newtown Head is on the Larboard En- 
trance of Tramore Bay; this Head is not 
only higher than Hoo Tower from the 
Surface of the Sea; and being higher alſo 
than the Land within it, even a Man or 
any ſmall Object might be ſeen at a 
conſiderable Diſtance then con- 
ceive, Sir, from the Conſideration of ſuch 
Situation and Height as aforeſaid, if a 


whiten'd Sea-mark conſiſting of two ſo- 


lid Turrets, each 70 Foot high, that is, 
Cylindrical to the Height of 5o Foot, 
and Pyramidal the other 20, the Dia- 
meter at the Baſe 30 Foot, or rather 
more; and on the ſaid Head ſo built 


and diſpoſed, at 100 Yards Diſtance | 


from each other, as that a right Line 
ſuppoſed to be drawn through their re- 
ſpective Diameters, and the fame ex- 
tended, would exactly coincide with 
Brown/town Head, which forms the Star- 
board Entrance of the ſaid Bay: Such 
might be very uſeful for the End pro- 
poſed —- The Land Weſtward of Great 


Newtown head trenches a Way W. S. V. 


ſo that on the Weſtern Side the Turrets 
could never be ſeen in One, except only 


to ſuch. as are juſt entring into the Bay, 


I 2 con- 
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conſequently to all ſuch Ships that are 
in the On they would ever appear Two 
to the Northward of them. To ſuch 


as were unfortunately enter'd the Bay, 
they would appear Two to the South ward 


of them. As Brown/lown Head inter- 


poſes to ſuch as are to the Eaſtward, cloſe 
in with the Land, they cannot. by {een 
in One ; and as they are Two, they can 
never be miſtaken for Hook Tower in the 
On; nor by Ships which may enter 
Slade-Bay cen Hook Tower be taken for 
the Turrets, not only as one is on ex- 
ceeding low, and the others pretty high 
Land; as alſo becauſe . Hook Tower is the 
Fruſtrum of a Cone, and by . reaſon of 


the Smoke, black and dirty; whereas the 


Tops of the Turrets would be Pyramidal, 


and as is propoſed conſtantly whitened. 


The Diſtance from Hook Tower is about 


3 Leagues to the ſuppoſed Turrets; and 


when the Turrets cannot be ſeen, the 
Tower might; and on the contrary many 
Times when the Tower cannot be ſeen, 
the Turrets might; and conſequently ei- 
ther apart, or when both the Tower and 
Turtets can be ſeen, reciprocally contri- 
bute to the Benefit of the Diſtreſo d Na- 
riner, by being on one hand the means 
of avoiding a moſt dangerous Bay, as 

on 
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on the other of obtaining an excellent 


Harbour. 

I conceive, Sir, the Turrets in reſpect 
to Duration ſhould be ſolid in reſpect to 
ſeeing them at a great Diſtance whiten'd ; 
and as the aforeſaid Miſtake happens in 
the Day-timg (for Hook Tower is a ſure 
Guide, by means of its Light in the 
Night to Waterford Harbour) ſo of courſe 
Lights in the Turrets are needleſs ; but 
were there ſuch, they might be of ill 
Conſequence, | by interfering with that of 
the Tower, fo that the Charge attending 
the Turrets would be no more than the 
bare Building, and once in zo Years of 
whitening them. Great Newtown Head 
abounds with looſe firm Stone, and as 
may be ſeen by the Map of it, the Lady 
Mary's Cove is very near, where Lime 
Stone in abundance may be brought from 
the Parts adjacent to Hok Tower : Theſe 
Conveniences ſubſiſting, and Labour very 
cheap, the Charge of building them would 
be of courſe very little, compared to what 
the Inſurers have ſometimes paid for a 
ſingle Ship, beſides that which is infi- 
nitely more valuable, the Loſs 4 one 


Crew of our Mariners, 


Beſides, Sir, many Ships occupying 
the faid Seas, as well thoſe of London 
as 
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as ſeveral Ports in the Engliſb Channel, 
French, Duch, &c. by Tempeſt drove on 
the ſaid Coaſt, might greatly profit of 
the ſaid Mark or Turrets, by ſuch a Di- 
rection to Waterford Harbour; and alſo 
ſuch as occupy St. Gerge's and the Briſtol 
Channels in heazy Weather, unable to ſee 
High-lands of Dungarvan, eſpecially the 
former advantageouſly to form their 
Courſe, ſo as to avoid the very ill-deſcrib'd 
and dangerous Rocks, Sands and Shoales 
between Hook Tower, Grenock, and the 
Tuſcar, are frequently oblig'd to make 
Hook Tower ; for which End in heazy 
bad Weather, as is faid, too nearly ap- 
proaching the Shore, are often embay'd in 
Dungarvan and Tramore Bays, or the 
Weſtern Coaſt between them, and there 
loſt; as are alſo Ships for the like Reaſon, 

etween Hook Tower and Wexford. 
| Whereas it may be well ſuppoſed that 
the Turrets which may be made lar- 
ger than here propoſed, and ſuch elevated 
on great Newtown Head, might from the 
Ofen be ſeen at a far greater Diſtance than 
the Tower; and be a notable and eminent 
Mark whereby Ships might form their 
Courſe (whether Bound Eaſtward or Weſt- 
ward) and avoid the ſaid dangerous Bays 


and Coaſt, and particularly the deſtructive 
: Rocks 
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Rocks called Hands Kane, about a Mile 
Weſtward of the ſaid GreatNewtown Head, 
for they have alſo occaſioned the Loſs of 
many a good Ship, and many a brave 
Seaman — A Duty of a Half- penny per 
Tunn upon all Shipping, which occupy 
the Jri/þ Coaſt, St. George's, and the Bri/- 
fo] Channels, Inward and Outward, for the 
Space of Tea Years, would more than de- 
fray the Expence of Building the Turrets, 
and repairing tnem 500 Years. 

A ſmall Charge, indeed, when com- 
pared to the great Loſſes already ſuſtained, 
for want of the Diſtinction before men- 
tioned; as alſo to the great Benefit which 
the Diſtreſſed might hereafter receive by 
ſuch a Sea-Mark ; and the more fo, be- 
cauſe between Cork and Dublin there is 
no Harbour but Materford capable to re- 
ceive Ships of great Burthen, conſequently 
of the greater Importance is that Harbour, 
and whatever might be a ſafe Direction to 
it in tempeſtuons Weather. 

The generous Example of the Corpora- 
tion of Waterford, and Merchants of Li- 
verpool, and Captain Bruce, hath incited 
others to have their Harbours and Coaſts 
ſurvey d by Perſons of Judgment and Ca- 
pacity. Many ſuch there are, doubtleſs, 
belonging to the Royal Navy and Revenue: 

And 
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And it were to be wiſhed, that theſe Gen- 


tlemen in their reſpective Stations, as their 
Leiſure might admit, would be active in 
exhibiting to the Publick ſuch Surveys and 
Diſcoveries as they might make of Rocks, 
Sands, Shocks, Currents, Cc. or otherwiſe, 
if particular Corporations are now, or at 
any Time hereafter may be, inclin'd to 
contribute towards the Survey of their 
Harbours, Coaſts, or Fiſhing- Banks to them 
adjacent, and that by Perſons of known 
Abilities. It is (under Correction) pro- 
poſed, That as the much wanted and 
general Survey of theſe Coaſts and King- 
doms is evidently and equally neceſſary for 
the Service of the Royal Navy as the Re- 
venue, 'twere then to be wiſh'd, that the 


Right Hon. and Hon. the Commiſſioners 


and Governors of them, would (as an En- 


couragement to ſuch as apply themſelves to 


ſuch uſeful Purpoſes) order and direct the 
Commanders of his Majeſty's Ships of 
War, and Revenue-Sloops in their reſpec- 
tive Stations, to furniſh the needful Men 
with their uſual Allowance of Proviſions 
for carrying on the Work, as Occaſion 
might require, for ſuch Affairs being only 
practicable at Sea but in peaceable Times. 
I humbly conceive ſuch a competent Num- 
ber of Men would be far from obſtructing 

His 
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His Majeſty's Service by being ſpared on 


ſuch Occaſions: On the contrary, were 


Surveying Veſſels commiſſion'd they might, 


(as being employ'd on the Coaſt, and con- 
ſtantly, as I may in a manner ſay, for the 
Purpoſe aforeſaid at Sea,) be as well uſeful 
to the Revenue as to Navigation, by not 
only obſtructing Smuglers, but by rendering 
ſuch Surveys cheap and caſy to the Cor- 
porations aforeſaid: By this Means the In- 
tereſt and Honour of his Majeſty and theſe 
Kiugdoms, and the Benefit of Navigation 
would be greatly advanced and promoted: 

All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to 


the Right Hon. and Hon. Gentlemen in 


Authority, for promoting the Ends pro- 
poſed, that Meaſures might be taken, as 
in their great Wiſdom may to them ſeem 
convenient. 

As I have hinted my Thoughts on this 
Subject, ſo I have Reaſon to believe, Sir, 
that at all Times and Stations the Com- 


manders of His Majeſties Ships, and Gen- 


tlemen of the Revenue, will of their own 
Accord contribute their Friendly Affiltance, 
and promote the Publick Good: Far dur- 
ing my Survey of Waterford Harbour, &c. 

I experienced the Friendly Regards of one 
and the other to me and my Work — 


My Worthy and Honour'd Friend William 


K Lingen, 


* 
- ä — 
—— — * 


I 66. | 
Lingen, of Deub!in-Caftle, Eſq; at my De- 
fire recommended me to his Brother Capt. 


Lingen of his Majeſty's Sloop Cruiſer, when 
wintering in Waterſord Harbour, who of- 


fered me his Afliſtance; but by Menne of 


the Inclemency of the Weather I could not 


partake of his Favours. The Spring ad- 


vancing, on the Captain's Departure, I ap- 


plicd my ſelf to Capt. Roger Martin, of 


His Majeſty's Sloop Hound, who not only 
expreſſed his greateſt Satisfaction in the 
Uſefulneſs of my Deſign, but with Plea- 
ſure, and in a Manner ſuitable to it, or- 
der d me all Neceſſaries: And I cannot 
ſufficiently expreſs the Alacrity wherewith 
Lieutenant William Cary, and all the Of- 
ficers and Sailors ſerved me on this Occa- 
ſion: And it is with Pleaſure J improve 
this Publick Opportunity of teſtifying my 
Gratitude to Capt. Martin, who, beſides 
the many Favours conferred upon me in 
his Station, had the Goodneſs to accom- 
medate me with his Table; and the 
great Civilities of his Ship, till my Ar- 
rival at, and Departure from, Portſmouth, 
towards London, with Intent to publiſh 


my Maps, Cc. 


As what I have here utes, Sir, is 


more Matter of Fact than Speculation, 


and that in, for the Information of 
all 


. 


all Capacities, I have (as moſt conſiſtent 
with the Subject) render'd my Thoughts 
in a plain and familiar Manner, well 
knowing that Rhetorical Thropes would 
in this Caſe rather tend to cloud than 
to inform the Underſtanding. However, 
ſuch as it is, if it may in any Degree con- 
tribute to the Publick Good, and conſe- 
quently to your Satisfaction, the End pro- 
poſed will be effectually obtained by, 


SIR, 
Nur moſt Devoted 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


W1LLIAM Dovrx, 
Hidrographber. 
CHARING-CRoss, £55 
Oct. 11. 1738. 
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made an actual and exact 22 of the dangerous 


And eee Bay of Tramore, ' the Harbours of 


Watford $nd/Rangbark, and Nea Coil adjacent; and aifo 


in various Stations taken 5 perſpective four of the 


Tand, particularly trom a. Viſhing-Bank k, 11. Leagues- $.S. 
E. from Dungarwan, now nahied the Ny; 1 pb Bang) which 
aboundeth with Cod, Hake, Ling, &. as 18 | fully Relegihed 
in the Ma of che ſaid Ceaft and Harbours, juſt pubſi 


- and printe from as Copper Plate, curiouſly Engraven by 
the Cgtebrated Mr. Emaruel Bowen, of and at London, 


The maps which are as well ornamental in Gentlemens 
Houſes, as ulefu} to Navigation, are ſuitable to, and printed 
on a Sheet of the beſt Imperial Atlas Paper, 33 Inches 
_tovg.,.and 26 broad. Netwithflanding.the-A Althor hath 


been at very great Expence, as well in the Execution of 


this uſeful Work, as Attendance on the Engraver, &c. 
yet (regarding the ſafe and _advantageons Navigation of 
the ſaid Seas and Harbours, as the Maps are particularly 
useful to all ſach%as Occupy St. George's and the Briſtol 
Chaye]) is willing. tordifpoſe ot them. at, the 25 Rate of 
Bigben Pence per Map. 


The Maps may be had of Mr. Thomas Glaf Print(eller 
under the'Pizzza on the CornhillSide near the Stairs of 
the Royal Exchange London; at Brifiol of Mr. George 
Leuli; at Tiger pool df bude and Mr. Tame, Fleet. 
Tuvod ; at Portſinentb of Mrs. Millinſon; at Dublin of 
Meſſieurs- G. RI, G. E. wing, and Villiam 8 1 
= Corke of Alderman George Bennet, Label, and at 

Mate, fo: of 5 Denis Ct, "erty, e | <> 8 
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T3 the aba ee Places may be alſo FEY a new Chart 
Weill E en of the Britiſh. and Iriſh Sea Coalts, 
inelüding t unh Band, now ſirſt Publ iſhed and 
Inter ed to Ke Right Heéndurabfe Sir John Barngrd, 
Lord XI apc, London; ; ang to the Merchant Adventurers, | 
- Inſurers, and Mariners of both Kingdoms, at Fout i og 


per Map. 


